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Celebrate our 50th!

bUCHS 1967-2017b
2017 marks the University City Historical Society’s fifty
year anniversary and we will be celebrating in high style.
The UCHS is planning a celebratory dinner sometime in
the fall at the Restaurant School at Walnut Hill College
with a special guest speaker. Stay tuned to future issues of
On The West Side and UCHS.net for details.
FROM OUR ARCHIVES
A gentle reminder that Clark Park wasn’t always as
clean and respectable as it is now. From the UCHS
minutes for September 26, 1977;
Mike Hardy reported that he has been in communication with the Department of Recreation about
the graffiti on the Civil War marker and the base of the
Dickens Statue in Clark Park. The cost to both clean
and apply a solution that would make it easier to clean
in the future would be $250. Mike contacted the Dickens Society and they will contribute $100. The Department of Recreation will give $100. Joan Coward moved
and it was seconded that we should give up to $100 to
make up the difference for having the Dickens Statue
and Civil War marker cleaned and processed.
Our oral history project has been in the works for quite
some time now. From the UCHS minutes for August
17, 1978;
John Coward showed the meeting a questionnaire
prepared to help interviewers in the interview process.
It was agreed to ask the Board for authorization for a
tape recorder which could be used in the interviews.
Each Board member will be asked to do one interview,
and transcribe the tape. We will use the University City
Newsletter to elicit volunteers workers and contacts to
interview.

M ayo r K e n n e y ’ s Ta s k Fo r c e
o n H i s t o r i c P r e s e r va t i o n

Mayor Kenney has appointed a panel of over two dozen members with the aim of stemming the tide of city-wide demolition of
historic properties. The panel will be chaired by Harris Steinberg,
head of Drexel’s Lindy Center for Urban Innovation. The task
force will begin its work in June and issue its final report in December 2018, with interim and draft reports to be released in the
spring and fall of 2018. Preservationists are cautiously optimistic.
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Flashback

Designed by Cope & Stewardson, the men’s dormitories at
Penn were the epitome of the Collegiate Gothic style, a romanticized version of college
campuses in Oxford and
Cambridge.
The dormitories were
begun in 1894 at the
western end and continued by Emlen L. Stewardson, a third partner in
the firm, and by George
B. Page, a draftsman for
the old firm until 1902.
Their last work on the
Dormitories dates from
1930; later additions in
1955 and 1959 are by
Trautwein & Howard
(fl. 1946-58). The 1989
photograph at right de- An early spring view of the Dormitory Quadpicts a classic view of the rangle at Penn. May of 1989. Courtesy of the
“Quad” from classically- University of Pennsylvania Archives.
inspired arched entryway from. The original and imaginative
work of Cope & Stewardson yet remains to this day.

Advocacy Group Update
There is a group of roughly 12 preservation supporters, including UCHS Board members Heather Calvert and Elizabeth Stegner, meeting to discuss the utility and advisability of starting
a Preservation PAC that could lobby city and state legislatures
and support political candidates who are preservation-minded.
Another of the preservationists exploring the possibility is former mayor of Philadelphia John Street. The group is still in the
planning stage.

Visit Our May Fair Table

Stop by the University City Historical Society table at the
Spruce Hill May Fair on Saturday, May 13th. We’ll be at Table
47. Some of the items we’ll have available are signed copies of
Robert Skaler’s book West Philadelphia, University City to 52nd
for $20, forms to order historic date markers for your house,
and Joseph Minardi’s book Historic Architecture in West Philadelphia, 1789 - 1930s, at the special price of $40. Stop by our
table and say hi.
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UCHS Recommended Reading:
The Victorian Home in America

being a great house book, it is
We know that UCHS
an intimate study of the Vicmembers love to read about
torian domestic environment
our neighborhood’s rich hisand a brilliant record of Amertory, and when a good book
ican life during this period.
comes along, we’ll make a
In the book, John Maass
recommendation for addiwrites particularly lovingly
tion to your library.
about 320 Gowen Avenue,
If you’re reading this
an 1898 Colonial Revival in
newsletter there’s a good
Philadelphia’s East Mount
chance that you’re a VicAiry’s Gowen Historic Distorian architecture enthutrict. Designed by George T.
siast. And, just as likely,
you’ll enjoy the book Front cover of “The Victorian Pearson for then-sheriff of
The Victorian Home in Home in America” by John Philadelphia Joseph A. Reed,
America by John Maass, a Maass. Courtesy of Hawthorne this would was the house that
Maass lived in and wrote The
founding member of the Books, 1972.
Victorian Home in America.
University City Historical Society.
The Victorian Home in America was reThis book was originally published in
1972 by Hawthorne Books and is richly il- published in 2000 by Dover Publishing
lustrated with many photos taken by Maass and can be purchased through a number of
himself. As may be expected, the city of online booksellers, often at a very reasonPhiladelphia is well-represented within able price. John Maass also authored other
the pages of this monumental publication. books that may be of interest to our readers;
Maass also carefully selected a number of The Gingerbread Age: A View of Victorian
archival photos and illustrations to best America and The Glorious Enterprise: The
represent the various styles of architecture Centennial Exhibition of 1876 (both books
that were popular in America during the are out-of-print but available through onperiod from 1840 to 1900. In addition to line booksellers).

April 29th saw the installation of a Philadelphia Historical Commission plaque at
the 1873 Addison Hutton-designed former
Quaker meetinghouse that is now the home
of Lombard Central Presbyterian Church.
The Meeting was laid down in 1930 and
the Lombard congregation moved into
the property in 1940. UC neighbor and
friend, University
of
Pennsylvania
professor Aaron
Wunsch, did the
honors. He was
the professor for
the class that documented the building and the history
for the Penn Pres-

Top photo; Top row: Elder Alexander Davis, Rev. Anna
Grant-Borden, Deacon Scott Hudson. Bottom Row: Deacon Venus Smalls, Elder Florence Lemon, Deacon Debbie
Weathers, Walt Toliver. Bottom photo; Aaron Wunsch installing the plaque at the church. Photos by Amy Lambert.

University City Then & Now: The Kelly Writer’s House, 3805 Locust Walk
1908

Courtesy of the Penn Archives.

2017

Photo by Joseph Minardi.

The Victorian Gothic house at 3805 Locust Walk was built May of 1851 by Samuel A. Harrison. Designed by architect Samuel Sloan
who described the house (and its companion at 3803 Locust Walk) as “suburban mansions, in the Pointed Gothic style.” At the time
the photo on the left was taken, it was known as the ACACIA Fraternity, Franklin Chapter, and shows the house in its original state
with its finials and verge boards. About eight years later the house was expanded for Edgar Hoffman by the firm of Furness, Evans &
Co. Since 1995 it has been the Kelly Writers House, a 13-room center for writers from Penn and the Philadelphia region.

Profiles in Architecture

William K. Watson

William K. Watson is an architect of which little is known, but
whose work appears all throughout West Philadelphia, primarily during the first three decades of the twentieth century. In addition to being an architect, Watson is also credited with being
a printer, salesman, and real estate developer.
Selected Relevant Commissions:
1904: Applegate, L.S., residences (54), 59th and Arch area
Residences (60), Delancey, W of 53rd
Residences (24), South side of Spruce, W of 53rd
Residences (28), North side of Pine, W of 53rd
1905: Wilson, John R., residences (8), SS of Walton, W of 51st
1906: Residences (8), SS of Walton, 93’ E of 52nd

1907: Residences (99), 61st and Delancey area
1908: Residences (15), Cedar and Conestoga area
1909: Emburg, James C., residences (20), ES of Conestoga, S of Cedar
		 Residence, ES of 55th, 153’ N of Cedar
John Wilson & Co., residences (24), 62nd & Dickens area
		 Residences (12), Dickens & Fulton area
Residences (3), Race and Yewdall area
Residences (30), Hobson, 108’ S of Woodland
Residences (30), Bonnaffon, 108’ S of Woodland
1910: Emburg, James C., residences (20), ES of Yewdall, 87’ S of Cedar
		 Residences (12), WS of 54th, N of Catherine
1911: Emburg, James C., residences (52), Rodman, W of 57th
Wilson, John R., residences (39), 57th & Greenway area
		 Residences (54), Frazier & Greenway area

Ask the Experts

Spackling Solutions

Q: How can I eliminate small pits and holes in my plaster wall?

Window Talk: a glossary
Continued from previous issue.
Gothic-Head Window: A window topped with a pointed
arch. Same as a Gothic-top window. It is not as tall and
narrow as the pure Gothic lancet window.
Guillotine Window: The first double-sash window, with
only one movable sash and no counterweights. A peg was
inserted through a hole in the movable sash and into a
corresponding hole in the frame. Its tendency to come
slamming down led to the colorful name.
Head: A sometime ambiguous term used generally to denote the top or upper member of any element or structure.
In windows, it refers to the top of the frame, as in roundhead window.
Hood: An ornamental cover place over a door or window
to shelter it.
Hoodmould: The outermost projecting moulding around
the top of a door or window to discharge rainwater. Also
called dripmould, headmould, label. Hoodmoulds are a
prominent feature of Gothic Revival architecture.
Jamb: The top and side members of a window or door
frame.
Label Stop: An ornamental projection on each side of
hoodmould. It often takes the shape of a gargoyle or other
decorative carving.
From Talk to Me of Windows: An Entertaining Story About
Windows, F. Palmer Cook, New York, New York, 1971.
To be continued in next issue.

A: A spackling compound is the standard answer to cracks and
small holes. It comes in either a powdered form or, more frequently, ready-mixed in a can. It can be applied with a putty knife, dries
quickly, and sands easily. It has a tendency to shrink as it cures,
however, and so you may have to make a second application. For
larger holes, rake out the edges to provide a “key” for the new material, then fill with a plaster mix intended specifically for patching.
Pure plaster of Paris will dry too quickly for this use.
From The Old-House Journal, November, 1982.

Scenes from Yesteryear

A calendar is a great way to mark the passing of time, especially
when said calendar reminds you of your neighborhood’s past
on a monthly basis. Such was the case with a certain calendar
that was loaned to us by Fran Byers,
a resident of Cedar Park and former
Board member of UCHS. Cedar Park
Neighbors, Inc. produced a lovely
calendar for the year 1979 featuring
photos from the Louise McHugh
postcard collection, each one depicting a different street from the turn of
the twentieth century. The postcards
themselves were produced mainly by
builders in an effort to sell people on
their latest creations. In the process,
everyday scenes were captured, and
it was common for all of the neigh- Top: Walton Street, east of 51st
borhood children to gather around Street, c. 1905 (January on the
Calendar). Bottom: Beaumont
and pose for the photographer.
Thanks again to Fran Byers for Street, east of 49th (October on
the Calendar). Photos courtesy
saving this treasure and sharing it of Cedar Park Neighbors, Inc.
with us.
and Louis McHugh.
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The Twaddell
Mansion: Demolished
a Century
Ago
“In March, 1917, the strip of land bordering on Forty-fifth Street
Avenue area don’t quite have that Victorian appearance, the rea- was purchased and nearly twenty-five dwelling houses erected on
son is that they stand on what was one of the last large parcels the site by John Neil McCatvey(?). More recently a street midway
between Forty-fifth and Forty-sixth Street
of land to be developed on in University
has been put through from Baltimore AvCity. This land was once part of the justly
enue to Larchwood Avenue, which will be
famous Twaddell estate, which formerly
known as Melville Street. It is planned to
covered an area from 46th to nearly 51st
erect dwelling houses and stores [illegible]
and from Baltimore Avenue to Larchwood
the Twaddell estate will soon be a memory.”
(formerly Lombard). The mansion itself
Horace G. Twaddell (1871-1941) was
stood on Baltimore Avenue near 46th.
a person of note in his own right. After
Here was born the famous Dr. Lewis Henabout four years of building on the Twadry Twaddell (1828-96) whose father, one
dell tract, he devoted his life to the study
of the earliest manufacturers of gunpowand breeding of thoroughbred horses and
der in the United States, had acquired the
Jersey cattle. He owned some of the finest
house in 1817.
Jersey cattle in America (his father imBut when was the mansion built?
ported the first Jersey cattle in the United
According to an old newspaper article, it
States in 1856, and was one of the charter
was thought to be “as old as the Hamilton
members of the Jersey Cattle Club). HorMansion in Woodlands Cemetery.”
ace Twaddell moved to Media, PA, for a
In May of 1894, parts of the old esshort time, before relocating to Westtown
tate were sold off to real estate developin 1919. He was supervisor of Thornbury
ers. George Edge & Bro. built four houses
Township, in which his farm is located
from the northeast corner of 47th and
for twenty years. Finally, on September
Baltimore. Then on April of 1895 eight
16th, 1941, after battling an illness for five
houses were built on Cedar, west of 46th.
months, the last famous residence of the
Horace G. Twaddell, son of Dr. Twaddell,
Twaddell Mansion near 46th and Baltihandled the transactions. In a short time,
more Avenue passed away. According
the western portion of the Twaddell estate
was filled with homes, but the venerable Top: 1862 Atlas of Philadelphia, Samuel L. Smedley. The to historian Leon S. Rosenthal, Esquire,
old mansion near 46th Street remained, street grid was drawn up, but not yet built through. Mid- the memory of the estate lived on in the
dle: 1895 Atlas of Philadelphia, G.W. Bromley. The tract
but its fate was sealed. From a 1917 news- between 46th and 48th then belonged to George W. Twad- memories of West Philadelphia residents
paper article:
dell, a brother of Dr. Lewis Twaddell. Bottom: 1910 Atlas of long after it was razed.
If you’ve noticed that some houses in the 46th and Baltimore

Philadelphia, G.W. Bromley.
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