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U.C.H.S. May 19th House Tour
Highlighting Renovation and
restoration projects
Sunday, May 19th, from 1 - 5 p.m. is the date for the
University City Historical Society’s spring House Tour. Visitors will see renovation and restoration projects, large
and small, in the historic Victorian “Streetcar Suburbs” of
Spruce Hill and Cedar Park.
Wear comfortable shoes! This walking tour will take
visitors from 42nd St. to 49th St., within a few blocks north
and south of Baltimore Ave.
Projects range from recent major restorations, to ongoing work, kitchen renovations and outdoor greening.
Homeowners will show and describe the unique features of their houses and relate stories from their projects.
House Tour tickets are $20. They can be purchased
on the day of the tour, from 12:30 - 3 p.m. only, at the
UCHS ticket table outside Milk & Honey Market, at the
corner of 45th St. & Baltimore Ave. Tickets can also be
reserved (for pick-up at Milk & Honey Market) by paying
in advance at the UCHS table at the Spruce Hill May Fair
on May 11th, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Joseph Minardi, Editor

Stop by and say hi!
Visit the UCHS table at the Spruce Hill May
Fair on Saturday, May 11, 2013 from 10:00
A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at Clark Park. The UCHS
will have items for sale including mugs,
books and posters. The Fair itself will feature
music, great food, crafts, gifts, plants and
kids games with a moon bounce. A huge
selection of used books will be for sale and
a drawing for great raffle prizes including an
Apple iPad 4, 16GB as well.
Visit us at the UCHS table on May 11.

Got an idea for us?
Do you have a photo, a story, or an idea
for an article related to University City that
you think would be a great addition to a future issue of the UCHS Newsletter? Forward
them to us and we’ll include them in future
issues with your name in the credits.
Send any material to: editor6uchs@gmail.com

Join the UCHS Board
The University City Historical Society is looking for new board members, especially
those with computer/internet skills, marketing or legal experience, accounting or registrar knowledge, or a strong background in
history. If you or someone you know might
be interested in being a board member,
contact us at info@uchs.net.
Photographs by Joseph Minardi
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Profiles in Architecture

		

Frank Furness

Although some of Furness’ works were considered aberrations in their
day, there has been a newfound appreciation for the iconic buildings of the
fearless Furness. Many of his more daring designs met the wrecking ball during a time when architects like Furness were seen as crass relics of a gaudy
past.
Furness got his first training in New York at the atelier of Richard Morris Hunt (1827–1895). He was exposed to Hunt’s melding of French, Gothic,
and classical styles. This exposure would shape Furness’ later works. Hunt
was a proponent of the “Néo–Grec,” a variation
of the Second Empire style of architecture that
features exaggerated proportions along with elements of the Greek revival. Furness took the
Néo–Grec style, which only had a decade long
run of popularity, to new heights of garishness, seemingly turning up his nose at the city’s
Quaker austerity.
During the Civil War, he fought in the Virginia Campaign and at Gettysburg. After the
Frank Furness (1839-1912) war’s end, he rejoined Hunt’s office until 1867,
before returning to his native Philadelphia to
unite with John Fraser (1825–1906) and George W. Hewitt (1841–1916)
in Fraser, Furness & Hewitt (fl. 1867–1871). Fraser left in 1871 when the
firm received an early important commission, that of the wonderfully eclectic Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts. Fraser, most notable for his Union
League on Broad Street, left to be the supervising architect on the United
States Treasury Building in Washington, DC. Hewitt left the firm in 1875
to open his own office and would eventually form a partnership with his
brother, William D. Hewitt, in 1878 as G.W. & W.D. Hewitt (fl. 1878–1907).
In 1881 Furness promoted his chief draftsman, Allen Evans (1849–1925), to
full partner. During this period Furness & Evans received a number of commissions for banks, insurance companies, and stations for the Philadelphia
& Reading Railroad Co.
Furness & Evans was expanded in 1886 to become Furness, Evans & Co.
(fl. 1886–1931). In 1888 the University of Pennsylvania unveiled the University Library (now the Fisher Fine Arts Library). It is undoubtedly one of
Furness’ finest surviving masterpieces and his greatest contribution to the
architectural landscape of University City.
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Cedar Avenue, east of 47th Street
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Three Historic Buildings to be wrecked
Coming soon to the northeast corner of 38th and Chestnut is a 25-story highrise built by the Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral. The new addition to University
City’s skyline will house apartments, offices, and retail space in hopes of bringing
income to the church for repairs and upkeep of the Philadelphia Cathedral and its
community programs. Restoration to the bell tower will cost an estimated $3.5
million. Other repairs include installation of tie rods, replacing mortar, stones, and
mortar joints, repairing the chimney, restoring stained glass windows, etc. The new
high-rise, to be completed in the fall of 2015, was designed by BLT Architects. The
developer is the Radnor Property Group.
Sadly, to make room for the new building, three historic buildings are to be removed from Chestnut Street, despite the fact that they were designated as historic landmarks in 1981. The permit for demolition, granted by the Philadelphia Historical Commission, was deemed to be in the public interest since it would allow for the preservation
of a more significant building, the Cathedral itself. 3721-3725 Chestnut are the historic
buildings in question. A plan to incorporate them into the new modern high-rise was
rejected. The two buildings on the west end are brownstone houses designed by Charles
M. Burns (1838-1922), the same architect who first designed the Philadelphia Cathedral
in 1889. The church was destroyed in a 1902 fire and completely rebuilt four years later.
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Featured Historic Buildings

		

Hamilton Terrace

The architect for Hamilton Terrace was Samuel Sloan, whose rapid rise to prominence was fueled by the successful execution of
Bartram Hall, the massive Norman villa of railroad magnate Andrew McCalla Eastwick. Between 1851 and 1856 Sloan had completed
more than twenty designs for developers Samuel A. Harrison and Nathaniel B. Browne. In 1853 he partnered with John Stewart, a carpenter. The partnership of Sloan & Stewart would receive an important commission in 1856 for Hamilton Terrace, a collection of five
suburban villas on the west side of 41st Street from Baltimore Avenue to Becket Street (now Chester Avenue). The centerpiece of Hamilton Terrace was a large Norman villa, built for Samuel Harrison. Two Classical “double villas” were built on either side of the Harrison
house. The two houses on the ends of the block were done in the Elizabethan Cottage mode. The Panic of 1857 put the building boom
in West Philadelphia on hold for a while. The partnership between Sloan and
Stewart was dissolved in that year.
Three of the five buildings that constituted Hamilton Terrace are still
standing. They are 502-504 S. 41st, 508-510 S. 41st, and 512 S. 41st. The house
at 502-504 S. 41st Street has seen the most alterations, with the porch enclosed
on the south side of the divided property, and the addition of a two-story bay
window on the north side. The three remaining Hamilton Terrace houses are a
reminder of West Philadelphia’s earliest suburban developments.

^

512 S. 41st Street, the only Elizabethan Cottage remaining from Hamilton Terrace.
This is the house on the left of the illustration.

Hamilton Terrace in a watercolor from 1854.

page three

ON THE
WEST SIDE
Check out the UCHS table at
the June 13th Dollar Stroll
The University District is excited to announce the
third season of the annual Dollar Stroll events. This
year the Dollar Stroll will happen twice, once to kickoff the summer season on Thursday, June 13th from
5:30 to 8:30, and again to close it on Thursday, September 13th. As with previous years, the UCHS will
have a table out on Baltimore Avenue with mugs,
posters, and books for sale as well as one dollar
memberships for new members only, which includes
an online-only version of the newsletter. The UCHS
table will be in front of the Calvary United Methodist
Church, 815 South 41st Street.
Baltimore Avenue is a growing retail corridor
with locally owned shops selling handmade and
boutique wares, an exceptional and diverse set of
restaurants and cafés and compelling cultural attractions. The annual Dollar Stroll events promote
these businesses and attract new customers and future patrons. Last year’s Dollar Stroll, stretching from
42nd to 50th Streets, attracted an estimated 20,000
visitors. Hope to see you there in June!

UCHS List of Patrons
Elizabeth Bressi-Stoppe
Ellyn C. Sapper
Sue & Jack Minnis
Roy Harker & Bob Ranando
David Adelman
Genie & David Hochman
Cornelia S. King
Belynda Stewart
Mark N. Silber
Elizabeth Stegner
Scott Wilds & Martin Bodtmann
Nicholas & Eleanor Cernansky
E. David Horwitz
Chip & Marci Staddon

Help the UCHS
Go GreenZ

Y

Opt for the pdf only version of the
UCHS Newsletter and help us save
paper. It’s the environmentally
friendly thing to do.

info@uchs.net

University City Historical Society
PO Box 31927
Philadelphia PA 19104-0627
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Email the UCHS and say
“I want to go paperless”!

