
page one

ON THE WEST SIDE
THE UNIVERSITY CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

March/April 2017                                                http://www.uchs.net                                        Joseph Minardi, EditorUNIVERSITY CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
This year marks the UCHS’s 50th anniversary and as part of 
our celebration we will host  events for our members, such as 
our nomination workshop in which members are invited to 
attend and learn how to nominate their properties to the Phila-
delphia Historic Register.  The first event will be held in March 
at the home of Heather Calvert.  It is our ambition to have these 
workshops on a monthly basis, with the goal of nominating 50 
properties for our 50th year.  See UCHS.net for details.

F R O M  O U R  A R C H I V E S

The UCHS was launched on November 4, 1967 with Leon S.  
Rosenthal, Esq., serving as Chairman of the Organizing Com-
mittee.  At that time the Free Society of Traders held a “Plain 
and Fancy Antiques Fair” for the benefit of the UCHS.  The aims 
of the fledgling society were: “(1) to study, protect, and publicize 
the heritage of West Philadelphia which abounds in sites, build-
ings, gardens, monuments, furnishings, objects, and collections 
of historic, cultural, scientific, architectural, artistic, and literary 
significance.  (2) to undertake and encourage historical research, 
preservation, exhibition and publication. (3) to provide a useful 
and enjoyable forum for all who are interested in the past, present, 
and future development of the University City community.”
 Leon S. Rosenthal, Esq. would become the UCHS’s first 
president, and was the author of A History of Philadelphia’s 
University City (1963).  Other noteworthy founding UCHS 
members include artist Sylvia Barkan, and John Maass, writer 
of several books on Victorian architecture, one of which will 
be profiled in “Reading Recommendations” in a future issue.
 Some of the issues facing present-day University City were 
the same issues that had to be dealt with way back when.  The 
Report to the Program Committee, dated January 3, 1968, 
decided “How to Save Buildings” was an important subject for 
a future meeting as was “Inventory of Buildings.”  At the time 
only some 50 buildings in University City were recorded and 
photographed by the City’s Historical Commission.
 We can thank the meticulous record keeping of the early 
UCHS members for preserving these wonderful organization-
al minutes, giving us a window into what preservation issues 
were like in University City five decades ago.  More to come!
FROM The Daily Pennsylvanian 

ARCHIVES (10/5/1967)
The proposed $6 million International House of Philadelphia, to 
be erected on the University campus within the next two years, 
was awarded the Gold Medal in the Annual Exhibition of Archi-
tecture, it was announced this week. The award was presented 
to architects Frederick M. Fradley and John A. Bower, Jr., by the 
Philadelphia Chapter of the American Institute of Architecture. 
The building, to be located on the northwest corner of 37th and 
Chestnut Sts., will provide housing for 450 international students.

Celebrate our 50th!

Top Left: Rep. Jim Roebuck & Board member Amy Lambert; Bottom Left: Gift to 
the Streets winners Josie Smith & Digger Vermont; Center: our sumptuous spread; 
Top Right: Preservation Initiative winners, Todd Magarsak & Justin McDaniel with 
UCHS President Elizabeth Stegner; Bottom Right: Gift to the Streets winners Lee 
Caplan & Prentice Beckett.  Photos by Joseph Minardi.

Congratulations to our 2017 Award winners and to all 
of our members and their guests for making our annual 
Valentine Awards Tea at The Castle a huge success.  We 
couldn’t do it without you!  Here is a list of the winners:

Preservation Initiative Award:
Justin McDaniel & Todd Margasak for successfully 
nominating the properties at 420-434 S. 42nd Street 
to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.  The 
block’s district designation is now “420 Row.”

Outstanding Preservation Award:
Ryan Spak for extensive renovation and restoration of 
501 S. 52nd Street

Gift to the Street Awards:
Virginia Quinn: 3312 Arch
Christina Murray: 3500 Hamilton
Connie Lotz: 3503 Hamilton
Sara Corse & Kenwyn Smith: 3601-3 Hamilton
Paul Spreng: 413 S. 43rd
Mark Bowerman & Hillary Bonta: 517 S. 46th
Nosta Glaser: 4708-10 Chester
Louis Tannen & Cathy Carr: 4716 Windsor
Lee Caplin and Prentice Beckett: 830 S. 48th
Craig Robbins: 4816 Springfield
Laura Salmon & Zachery Wright: 4814 Windsor
Josie Smith & Digger Vermont: 4818 Windsor
Ann Farnsworth & Rui Dasilva: 4806 Regent

A special thanks to Ellie and Nick Cernansky for hosting 
and to Doris Cochran-Fikes for tea sandwich  preparation 
and our Board members for helping, and to the Awards 
Committee; George Poulin and Elizabeth Stegner.

Congratulations to our Award Winners!



Photo by Joseph Minardi.Photo by Moses King.

c. 1900

Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity, 39th and Locust Street, now Locust Walk.  Built on July 28, 1891 for George C. Drexel, son of fi-
nancier and college founder Anthony J. Drexel.  The architects were the firm of Wilson Bros. & Co.  A fine mansion, now at the 
center of Ivy League life on the University of Pennsylvania’s campus.

University City Then & Now: John Shriver Wentz House, M.D., 39th and Locust Walk

2010

We know that UCHS members love to read about our neighborhood’s 
rich history, and when a good book comes along, we’ll make a recom-
mendation for addition to your library.
 As part of Arcadia Publication’s Images of America series, a book 
about Powelton Village was released in late 2016.  
The author of the book is M. Earl Smith, a writer 
whose focus has been primarily on nonfiction 
works.  As with all of the Images of America series, 
it contains a wealth of information and vintage im-
ages and is printed in black and white.  We recently 
conducted a Q&A with Mr. Smith.

UCHS: What made you want to write a book 
about Powelton Village?

M. Earl Smith: I was in a class in my first semester 
at Penn, called The History of Philadelphia, taught 
by Dr. R. Scott Hanson.  Our final project in the 
class was an ethnographic study of a local neighbor-
hood, and I chose Powelton.  After spending some 
time in the neighborhood (I lived in Mantua for a 
semester), I spoke with Arcadia Publishing, who I 
knew from a previous project, about a book on Pow-
elton. The history in Powelton is deep, and so they 
loved it, and the rest, as they say, is history.

UCHS: What was the most interesting aspect of Powelton for you?

MES: Two things really stuck out to me. The mixture of all the dif-
ferent old-world architecture was one. You had people migrating, at 
different times, from several corners of Europe, and they each brought 
their own sense of style, and their own ideas of what a home was. 
MOVE was the second. We covered MOVE in class, and despite it be-

ing a pretty tough time for Powelton, it really stuck out as one of the 
bigger protest movements to come from a community that has had a 
ton of them.

UCHS: Were there any buildings that stood out to you as your 
favorite or most interesting?

MES: Oh, the Castle [36th and Baring]. It’s such 
a weird thing to see, sitting right in the middle of 
this Philadelphia neighborhood.  But the home 
that the duPont family occupied on the original 
estate that’s no longer standing was fascinating 
too.  The fact that their playhouse for the chil-
dren would be a small home in parts of the South 
where I grew up is wild.

UCHS: Do you feel development pressures from 
Drexel, etc., will adversely affect Powelton?

MES: It already has. There are certain historic 
homes that are now tennis courts for Drexel.  
There’s high rises slowly moving in on the edge 
of the community.  The former site of the MOVE 
house is now apartments.  Drexel becoming a resi-
dential school in 1990 was a huge loss for Powelton.

UCHS: What are the most pressing challenges facing Powel-
ton going forward?

MES: The balance between commuter and residential neigh-
borhood. A lot of the housing in Powelton is rental housing that 
caters to Penn and Drexel students. It’s good from an economic 
sense, but there’s always troubles that students bring, plus it los-
es the sense of an “at-home community.”

UCHS Recommended Reading: Powelton Village

Front cover of “Powelton Village” 
by M. Earl Smith.  Courtesy of Arca-
dia Publishing, 2016.



Window Talk: a glossary
Continued from previous issue.

Fanlight:  An elongated, round-topped window over a 
door or window with tracery or bars radiating in an open-
fan pattern.  It evolved as an economical use of crown 
glass, which was cut in edge-shaped pieces.

Fenestration:  The art of placing window opening in a 
building wall.  It is one of the most important elements in 
controlling the exterior appearance of a house.

Fixed Window:  A stationary window.

Foil:  A lobe or leaf-shaped curve formed by the cusping of 
a circle or arch.  The number of foils involved is indicated 
by a prefix, e.g., trefoil (3), quatrefoil (4), etc., Foils are en-
countered in the windows of Gothic Revival churches and 
houses.

French Windows:  Casement windows carried down to 
the floor so as to open like doors.

Glazing:  The process of installing glass panes in win-
dow and door frames and applying putty to hold the glass 
in position.  Also, the glass surface of a glazed opening: 
“Double-glazed,” therefore, refers to a sash with two layers 
of glass.

Glazing Bar:  A vertical or horizontal bar with a sash to 
hold glass.  Same as a muntin.

From Talk to Me of Windows: An Entertaining Story About 
Windows, F. Palmer Cook, New York, New York, 1971.

To be continued in next issue.

Profiles in Architecture
                           Harry H. Markley
Virtually nothing is known about architect Harry H. Markley, but 
he was responsible for dozens of row homes in West Philadelphia 
built shortly after the completion of the Market Street Elevated 
Railroad.  In 1908 H.H. Markley lived at 1230 S. 52nd and oper-
ated out of an office at 40th and Market.  His most impressive com-
mission was the $100,000 Parke Bank Building (1910), equipped 
with all of the luxuries of the day, including terra cotta, marble, oak 
and pine floors, ornamental iron, and water closets. 
Selected Relevant Commissions:
1908: Residences (3), West side of 52nd,  80’ N of Chestnut
 Residences (8), South side of Chestnut, W of 45th
 Residences (6), WS of 46th, S of Sansom
 Residences (6), South side of Sansom, 104’ E of 46th
 Residences (8), North side of Sansom, 100’ E of 46th
 Residences (10), East side of 52nd, North of Kingsessing
1910: Residences (4), West side of 55th, North of Walnut
 Parke Bank Building, 52nd and Ludlow

Q:  What is the best way to remove dirt and grime from my 
marble mantel?

A:  The most common ailment that afflicts marble mantels is 
simply a layer of dirt and grime that obscures the beauty of the 
stone.  This film can usually be removed with water and a non-
ionic detergent (e.g., Ivory liquid), applied with a medium-stiff 
natural-bristle brush.  A tampico masonry brush will also work, as 
will a plastic-bristled brush.  Avoid wire brushes and steel wool, as 
the metal can scratch the marble and possibly create rust stains.  A 
toothbrush is handy for cleaning carvings.
 Any dirt remaining after the initial washing calls for a strong-
er cleaning agent.  Try household ammonia diluted with water, or 
full-strength ammonia if necessary.  Some stains will respond bet-
ter to hydrogen peroxide and water.  If you prefer, a commercial 
alkaline masonry/marble cleaner may be used as well.

From The Old-House Journal, October, 1982.

How to Clean a Marble Mantel

Ask the Experts

Flashback: the 1970s
The photo on the 
right depicts Victo-
rian houses on the 
north side of the 
3300 block of Chest-
nut Street, a former 
livery stable, and the 
Asbury M.E. Church.  
The photo was taken  
on July of 1977, just 
before the homes on 
this block were demolished.  The church burned down on 
March 9, 1997, months before it was to become the Graduate 
School of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania.  This 
block is now a surface parking lot.

The 3300 block of Chestnut Street, north side, 
July 1977.  Courtesy of the University of 
Pennsylvania Archives.

Correction: The previous issue’s University City Then & Now 
feature contained incorrect information.  The church was iden-
tified as (formerly) the Latvian Evangelical Church.  It was in-
deed sold to the Latvian Lutherans in the 1960s, but from 1902 
until c. 1910 it was the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the In-
carnation.  The 1889 date is from the cornerstone moved from 
the original church building at 46th & Kingsessing.  By the end 
of 1970, Incarnation Church had completed its merger with the 
Lutheran Campus Ministry at Penn and moved into University 
Lutheran Church of the Incarnation at 37th & Chestnut.  Re-
newal Presbyterian Church has worshiped there since January 
2009.  Thanks to Bruce McCullough for this correction.
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Formerly the Christ Methodist Episcopal Church, the Mt. Pleasant 
Primitive Baptist Church, this Fraser, Furness and Hewitt-designed 
house of worship was approved by the Committee on Historic Desig-
nation of the Philadelphia Historical Commis-
sion in their December 14th meeting.  The nom-
inators of this property were Michael J. Lewis, 
Amy Lambert, and the UCHS.  The following 
information is from their excellent nomination.
 The Mt. Pleasant Primitive Baptist 
Church is located along the east side of 
North 38th Street, midblock between Spring 
Garden and Hamilton Streets, within a 
neighborhood of primarily two- and three-
story Italianate rowhouses from the late 
nineteenth century. The church is freestand-
ing and positioned up to the sidewalk right 
of way along North 38th Street, its height 
twice that of adjacent rowhouses.  There is a 
side yard to the south of the building, abut-
ting the rear of a small cluster of rowhouses 
facing Hamilton Street that were built on 
church property in the early twentieth cen-
tury.  The church was designed as a Meth-
odist chapel by the Philadelphia architecture 
firm of Fraser, Furness and Hewitt, and con-
structed between 1868 and 1870. It was ded-
icated with fanfare on February 27, 1870.  It 
is a gable-roofed, rectangular volume clad in 
random-coursed Trenton brownstone with Gothic arched win-
dows and a slate roof.  The building has been described simply, 
and with no indication of its association with the High Victorian 
tendencies of its architects, as a “Gothic Revival-style church; 
gabled volume with random ashlar stone walls and point arch 

openings.  Gabled porch with carved columns; fronts entrance.  
Above porch is large window and remains of crowning element.  
Two rows of windows at side; those at ground level shorter than 

above.”  The building’s symmetrical interior 
plan with two side aisles reflects the ap-
proach of Methodists to shift focus from the 
pulpit to the people in the pews.  The ground 
floor contains rooms historically created for 
Sunday School, lectures, infant care, and the 
pastor’s office; today a kitchen has been ret-
rofitted into one of those smaller spaces with 
direct access to the largest gathering space in 
the rear of the ground floor.  The pastor’s of-
fice was originally in the rear of the ground 
floor with direct access to the sanctuary up-
stairs via a wooden spiral staircase.  The pas-
tor’s office and an adjacent room in the rear 
of the ground floor have since been retrofit-
ted into men’s and women’s restrooms. The 
second level of the church is entirely dedi-
cated to the sanctuary space with exposed, 
stained trusses with dogtooth detailing, 
stained glass windows, and an articulated 
apse, the only deviation from the boxy plan.  
Access to the rear of the sanctuary is by two 
staircases, each of which straddles the central 
corridor on the ground floor just beyond the 
front entry vestibule.

 It is largely intact except for the loss of its central bellcote 
and the removal of its Opus 523 organ (Primitive Baptists do not 
combine worship with instrumental music; their singing is done 
a cappella).
 Thanks again to Michael and Amy for putting this together.

Featured Bldg: Mt Pleasant Primitive Baptist Church

Top: Christ M.E. Church, c. 1900. Cour-
tesy of the Methodist Archives at Historic St. 
Georges Church, Philadelphia.  Bottom: The 
church in 2016.  Photo by Amy Lambert.


