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30 Years On: Spruce Hill Historic District 
Gets New Push

Believed to be the nation’s largest collection of Victo-
rian residences, Spruce Hill is one of the most desirable 
and charming neighborhoods in Philadelphia. It is also 
threatened by rampant development. To help manage 
this development and keep neighborhood integrity, 
UCHS and Spruce Hill Community Association are part-
nering to pick up efforts to add the nearly 2000-prop-
erty area to the local register. The boundaries will likely 
follow those of the existing West Philadelphia Streetcar 
Suburb National Register Historic District that celebrates 
the neighborhood’s national significance. Buildings in 
National Register districts are eligible for federal and 
state tax credits if rehabilitated
 Local designation for properties within the district 
means that any property owner who would like to al-
ter the exterior of their properties (remove or rebuild a 
porch, change the roofline, build an addition, etc.) would 
be required to notify the Philadelphia Historical Commis-
sion and work with the Architectural Committee on the 
plans. Small interventions can typically be agreed upon 

at the PHC staff level. Contrary to popular belief, local 
designation does not generally control paint colors or 
window types, nor does it control the interiors or the use 
of the building. In fact, local historical designation now 
eliminates zoning changes for re-use and requires no 
additional parking. 
 Spruce Hill is a hot spot in the discussion about af-
fordable housing. Developmental crosshairs can leave 
our most vulnerable buildings and people at risk. Histor-
ic districts with their legacy housing, commercial zones, 
parks, and institutional buildings provide a stability to both 
homeowners and renters as well as business owners. Ac-
cording to a 2016 NY Historic Districts Council white paper, 
rent increases happen at a slower pace in historic districts. 
The report also found that 27% of new subsidized rental 
units were created in historic districts after designation.
 UCHS will continue to support efforts to keep neigh-
borhood character intact so that our historic neighbor-
hoods continues to be places that express our history 
and are ready for us to launch our futures. 

Historical Nomination 
Update

Now on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places: 4206-
30 Chester Avenue Historic District. UCHS is pleased that the 
Philadelphia Historical Commission voted to designate this 
early 1870s-era district of 3-story brownstone twins. However, 
the PHC decided to eliminate the easternmost four properties 
from the district citing their incompatible additions. The basis 
for their removal from the district is that the PHC is severely 
understaffed and that design review for eventual restoration 
of those four buildings would be onerous on the staff. Thank-
fully, the PHC is primed to hire four new staff members soon.
 In process: UCHS is sponsoring a nomination for Mt. 
Olivet Tabernacle Church on N. 42nd Street, above Haver-
ford Avenue. This church is a rarity in West Philadelphia: a 
black church in their own purpose-built building, as op-
posed to in a building that was purchased from another 
congregation. Church construction started in the 1920s in 
the Gothic Revival style on land that was once owned by 
the Philadelphia Traction Company, linking the area to its 
streetcar beginnings and those who came to the city in an 
early wave of the Great Migration. We were honored that Mt. 
Olivet asked UCHS for help in nominating their building.

 A nomination for the site of the former St. Michael’s 
and All Angels Home for Crippled Colored Children at 43rd 
and Wallace Streets, a block down from Mt. Olivet, is in the 
works. This site consists of the former St. Michael’s Church 
(now Victory Baptist Church) and two sets of Italianate twins 
(now owned by Price Funeral Home). The institution was 
founded in 1891 by Mrs. Pauline Henry and was the only in-
stitution of its kind in the nation, cementing Philadelphia’s 
place as a “City of Firsts.”
 Submitted: An application for a state historical marker 
for Hakim’s Bookstore and Gift Shop on S. 52nd Street was 
submitted by the June 1 deadline. The review for that ap-

plication will take place in August 
and by September, we should 
know if the application was ac-
cepted. Hakim’s Bookstore is one 
of the oldest, continually operat-
ing, black-owned bookstore in 
the nation, significant for its cen-
trality to education and knowl-
edge in the black community and 
its resistance to the FBI’s 1960s 
and 70s COINTEL surveillance 
program that ran counter to the 
ideals of American democracy.
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A Brief History of Haddington

Haddington was named for the country town of Hadding-
tonshire in Scotland. It first appeared on maps as early 
as 1816 with the center of the town being near present-
day 66th and Haverford Avenue. The modern boundary of 
Haddington is 52nd Street to the east, 67th Street to the 
west, Girard Avenue to the north and Chestnut Street to 
the south. In earlier times Haddington’s boundaries likely 
extended further to the north and west. The Millbourne 
Mills (1757) located on  the site of the old Sears-Roebuck 
Store on the Delaware County side of Cobbs Creek were 
once considered as part of Haddington. In olden times 
there were a number of textile and masonry mills along 
Cobbs Creek and Indian Run (now Indian Creek). By the 
early nineteenth century Haddington’s landscape was 
dotted with farms and fine country estates.
 During the Civil War, General William Jackson Palmer 
(1836-1909) had his headquarters on 63rd Street below 
Vine Street, with troops camped nearby.
 Industrial historian George W.B. Hicks listed the long-
forgotten villages of Hopkinsville, Thayersville, Butcher-
ville, and Molesville as lying within “Greater Haddington,” 
with Adelphi located northwest of Haddington. West End 
was located around 61st and Larchwood Avenue , before 
the modern development of the shopping center on 52nd 
and 60th Streets, while Cardington, with its carding mills, 
was just beyond Cobbs Creek on Marshall Road in Dela-
ware County.
 By the late nineteenth century row houses made their 
appearance and they began to proliferate in the neigh-
borhood as they did in other parts of West Philadelphia 
and the city as a whole. The new residents of Hadding-
ton were the working class worker of the many local mills. 
They came to West Philadelphia primarily from Ireland, 
Italy, and Eastern Europe. By the first decade of the twen-
tieth century trolleys and the Market Street Elevated train 
allowed for greater expansion of residential development 
possible further west.

 By the 1920s Haddington had the second highest 
concentration of African Americans in West Philadelphia, 
most of whom were working class. Commencing in the 
1940s the Black population grew exponentially, reaching 
to around 80 percent of the total population by the 1960s.
 Many row houses were rehabilitated during the 1960s 
and the early 1970s as part of the Haddington’s urban re-
newal effort, but the most striking impact of the renewal 
initiative is the significant amount of new construction 
that had taken place in the center of the community near 
the crossroads of Vine, Vodges, and 56th Streets.
 Haddington’s Historic District is located on the 6000 
blocks of Market, Ludlow, and Chestnut Streets. These 
building exhibit a variety of styles popular during the pe-
riod between 1909 and 1915, These classical and colonial 
revival building were added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1998.
 In the twenty-first century Haddington has seen its 
population age and it has adapted some of its historic 
building to suit this new reality. A prime example is the 
Haddington Multi-Service Center for Older Adults, former-
ly the Haddington Fire Station at 5331 Haverford Avenue.
 
Source material: Old Towns and Districts of Philadelphia 
by William Burke Campbell (1942), Preservation Alliance 
(Haddington), Upenn.edu (The Neighborhoods West of 
52nd Street).

Clockwise from top left: Barn and farmhouse, 61st and 
Haverford Avenue, c. 1880; 61st Street north of Arch Street, c. 
1907; Old mill and dwelling in the ruins, Indian Run above Had-
dington, 1915; Some of the old residents of Haddington, 1895; 
Browns MIlls Haddington, 1915. Top photos, Joseph Minardi 
photo collection. Bottom photos, Free Library of Philadelphia.



  
  

Ask the Experts
Chimney Cracks
Q: The chimney in my Victorian home is full of 
cracks. In the attic I can see that it tilts slightly 
and has been smeared with cement there and 
above the roof line. I’m sure that the entire chim-
ney and fireplace have to be rebuilt, but I don’t 
know where to start. Any recommendations?

A: A licensed chimney seep or the local fire marshal 
would be the first person to contact for a personal 
inspection. A professional sweep will also assess 
the structural condition of your chimney.
 If the chimney is structurally sound, all that may 
be needed is a flue liner. There are several varieties 
on the market, either clay or metal. In the mean-
time don’t use your fireplace until you’re sure your 
chimney is clean and safe. Avoid chimney fires.

From The Old-House Journal, December 1981.

   
 

Great to be Back at the 
Dollar Stroll!

On Thursday, June 16, West Philadelphia was alive 
once again with a renewed Baltimore Avenue 
Dollar Stroll. It was wonderful to see our friends 
& neighbors in such a festive atmosphere. The 
UCHS table was hopping all evening outside of 
Calvary Church. We had a wonderful time talking 
with those who stopped by. We thank everyone 
who bought something from us and who will now 
be out repping UCHS with your keychains and tote 
bags! See you in September!

   
 

UCHS Website Update
UCHS is proud to announce our new website is live!  
A year of hard work was put into creating a modern, 
user-friendly site that allows us to more easily keep 
folks informed and updated.  The new site also fea-
tures our new logo and branding colors that were 
developed this year and is user-friendly across all 
platforms: laptop, phone, and tablet. We hope you 
enjoy the new site and the many helpful resources 
included. Please let us know if you have any feed-

back as we continue to 
make refinements. Ad-
ditional pages and con-
tent wil be added in the 
coming months. Visit 
the new site at www.
uchs.net.

Acrobatics on the Avenue. Courtesy of Heather Calvert.

Screen grabs from our 
updated website.

   
 

Belgian Block Removal
SEPTA is removing the historic Belgian Blocks and 
trolley tracks along 40th Street between Market 
and Spruce Streets despite this being one of the 
last remnants of the historic Route 40 streetcar 
tracks and is part of the West Philadelphia Street-
car Suburb Historic District. According to a letter 
written by the Philadelphia Street Railway His-
torical Society to the Pennsylvania State Historic 
Preservation Office, this remaining track and Bel-
gian blocks are, “...the only surviving example of 
the street paving method contemporaneous with 
their growth and development in the late nine-
teenth century. Within the District and its immedi-
ate environs, all other examples have long since 
been destroyed.” This is also part of the Historic 
Street Paving Thematic District. The Society is 
asking for the SHPO or the PHC to intervene to 
ensure the survival of the Belgian blocks.
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West Philly Through the Lens
Baltimore Avenue looking east from 50th Street, around 1907

Joseph Minardi photo collection.

This wonderful old photograph depicts the bustling com-
mercial block of Baltimore Avenue east of 50th Street. 
Even though the commercial character of this block has 
remained, sadly, almost all of the buildings in this photo 
are gone.
 On the far right of the picture is the hardware store 
of Charles W. Flood, whose business was located at 4914 

Baltimore Avenue. In addition to peddling hardware, 
Flood sold house furnishings, did electrical work and was 
a locksmith. It’s reasonable to assume that he also was an 
early dealer in car parts as suggested by the large “au-
tomobiles” sign above his store. Further up the street is 
an Acme Tea Company (founded in 1891) grocery store, a 
forerunner of the Acme Supermarket chain of today.

University City Historical Society
PO Box 31927
Philadelphia PA  19104-0627
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