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Powelton Village Moves Closer to Historic Designation
 Neighbors in Powelton Village breathed a sigh of relief 
on August 18th when notices were mailed to property own-
ers announcing the consideration of the Powelton Village 
Historic District by the Philadelphia Historical Commission. 
This important milestone marks the 
official date which properties are af-
forded the protection of historic des-
ignation. The nomination, more than 
2,300 pages in length, was put forth 
by the Powelton Village Civic Associa-
tion (PVCA) and prepared by Farragut 
Street Architects. Several members of 
the University City Historical Society 
had significant contributions towards 
the nomination, including Katherine 
Dowdell, Aaron Wunsch, Mark Brack, 
and Amy Lambert. The nomination 
will be considered by the Philadelphia 
Historical Commission at their Octo-
ber 19th Committee on Historic Des-
ignation meeting and November 10th 
Historical Commission meeting.
 The PVCA’s attempt to become 
a historic district began in earnest in 
2019, culminating in the February 1st, 
2021 vote by the PVCA membership 
(with 97% in favor) to hire Farragut 
Street Architects to prepare the nomi-
nation. In soliciting neighborhood 
input, the PVCA hosted several com-
munity meetings and created an FAQ 
available via https://poweltonvillage.
org/historic-district/ to help build 
support for the nomination and allay 
potential concerns of neighbors. 
 The nomination (available to read 
online at www.phila.gov/historical) 
contends that Powelton Village has 
significant character and value as part 
of the development of West Philadel-
phia, reflects popular mid-nineteenth 
century suburban development pat-
terns, and has a deep inventory of popular Victorian ar-
chitectural styles including Italianate, Second Empire and 
Colonial Revival. Many important Philadelphia architects 
have left their mark on the neighborhood, including Wil-
son Eyre, Thomas Webb Richardson, G.W. and W.D. Hewitt, 
Otto Wolf, A.W. Dilks, H.E. Flower, and Addison Hutton.

 In addition to detailing Powelton’s early history and 
land ownership, the nomination demonstrates that today’s 
neighborhood is the result of three stages of major devel-
opment: one in the early nineteenth century when great 

estates were erected; another in the 
middle of the century when street 
and rail lines made it a successful 
upper-class suburb; and the end of 
the century when dense urban build-
ing took place. The earliest suburban 
housing stock in Powelton consists 
of semi-detached and freestand-
ing “villas” that show the influence of 
architect Samuel Sloan (architect of 
Woodland Terrace). The later grand-
er houses were often built for beer 
barons and industrialists and feature 
exuberant architectural motifs. The 
neighborhood today retains a high 
degree of integrity, with only 118 of 
the 935 properties within the district 
being considered non-contributing. 
This means that they were likely con-
structed outside of the dates of sig-
nificance (1851 to 1931), have been 
significantly altered, or consist of a 
vacant lot.
 After much hard work and the 
collaboration of many neighbors, the 
PVCA is thrilled for the nomination to 
see the light of day. Historic desig-
nation is one of the most important 
tools that neighborhoods have to 
protect the character of the commu-
nity in the face of intense develop-
ment pressures. As the Garden Court 
and Spruce Hill neighborhoods mull 
their own historic districts, the Pow-
elton Village effort provides an ex-
cellent example of a community-led 
initiative. The University City Histori-
cal Society looks forward celebrating 

this important milestone by centering our November 5th 
fall event on the PVCA achievement, UCHS members will 
offer a presentation and walking tour of Powelton to high-
light and to dive into some of the fascinating discoveries 
from the nomination and highlighting some of the most 
significant sites.

Top: 315 and 317 N. 35th Street; Middle: 
Rea & Miller map of 1849; Bottom, Upper 
Ferry Bridge  by Thomas Birch (1819).
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  UCHS Fall Event:  Powelton Village Historic 
District Talk and Walking Tour

Saturday, November 5, 2022 (rain date: November 12th) 1:00pm to 2:30pm
Starting Point: Church of St. Andrew and St. Monica at 3600 Baring Street
$20 for members, $30 non-members
Proceeds to support the Spruce Hill Historic District Nomination
Tickets available at uchs.wildapricot/events

To celebrate the pending Powelton Village Historic District, UCHS will be 
hosting a Talk and Walking Tour highlighting the incredible sites, significant 
historical figures, and unique architecture of this special place. Farragut Street 
Architects will be on hand to highlight findings from the nomination process and 
statement of significance in a slide show and presentation followed by small 
group tours of sites within the neighborhood. 
 As Spruce Hill begins work on their own Historic District nomination, the 
Powelton Village Historic District offers a model for West Philadelphia com-
munities concerned about the impact of development within their neighbor-
hoods.  Proceeds from this event will help offset costs associated with the 
Spruce Hill Historic District nomination, currently underway in a collaboration 
between UCHS and the Spruce Hill Community Association.
 Discover how Powelton Village tackled their historic district nomination 
while getting insights from the period of significance between 1851 and 1931. 

Save the date!

A Brief History: Angora
Angora is an arrowhead-shaped neighborhood in South-
west Philadelphia. The exact boundaries are in dispute 
but the generally accepted borders are Christian Street 
south to Cobbs Creek and Whitby Avenue to 52nd Street   
to the east. Angora Village was founded by the brothers 
George and Robert Callaghan who established a woolen 
mill around 58th and Baltimore Avenue beginning in 1863. 
The name of Angora derives from the Turkish long-haired 
angora goats, the hair of which the mill used to produce 
highly prized cashmere. The mill was completed in 1864 
and enlarged in 1866 and 1884.
 To facilitate the operation of the Angora Mill with coal, 
the Angora Station was 
established near 58th 
south of Baltimore Ave-
nue. The current Angora 
Station train stop (SEP-
TA’s R-3 Media-Elwyn 
line) is situated on the 
site of the old station.
 Along with open-
ing of the mill, a neigh-
borhood of 55 houses 
for mill workers was 
established. Naturally 
with the arrival of the new residents came a store, barn, 
stable, pump house, and a Baptist Church. At its peak the 

Angora Mills had nearly 500 employees. By the end of the 
19th century demand for housing made the station vicin-
ity a focus of investment and soon afterward a period of 
rapid urbanization had begun. By the 1950s an automo-
bile-oriented shopping center developed with off-street 
parking and stores set well back from Baltimore Avenue.
 By the 21st century Angora had a total population of 
38,053 but it was showing its age and was filled with un-
der-used and vacant properties. By 2005 the Philadelphia 
City Planning Commission developed an Angora Redevel-
opment Area Plan but it’s unclear how much of it was ac-
tually implemented.

Source material: Old Towns and Districts of Philadelphia by 
William Burke Campbell (1942), Angora Redevelopment 
Area Plan, Philadelphia City Planning Commission (August 
2005), West Philadelphia Community History Center; An 
Angora Story, essay by Edward John Vinnacombe, 2020.

Angora Mills and Angora Station, 
G.M. Hopkins Atlas, Plate M (1872).

Angora Mill (oblique view), Hexamer General Surveys, Volume 23, 
Plate 2209-2210 (1887-1888).



   
 

Dollar Stroll Wrap Up
A special thanks to all who visited the UCHS table 
at the Baltimore Avenue Dollar Stroll on Thursday, 
September 15th. The UCHS table had items for sale 
such as key chains and tote bags. The Dollar Stroll 
itself was a huge success with dozens of participat-
ing businesses and hundreds of people enjoying the 
beautiful late summer evening. Thanks to everyone 
for making it a great evening in West Philly. Check out 
our YouTube Channel for our video of the Dollar Stroll.

   
 

41st & Walnut Update
Campus Apartments had agreed to reconfigure their 
proposed project and spare the pair of twins at 213-
219 S. 41st Street, which have residential zoning. How-
ever, it has been learned that Campus Apartments 
has redesigned the project to include 4040 Walnut, 
currently occupied by an 1895 twin residence at-
tributed to Angus Wade. Now vacant, it was mostly 
recently occupied by a fraternity. A demolition per-
mit for the property was issued on August 28th. The 
property is zoned CMX-3, so by incorporating it into 
the development, the new building may proceed by 
right. This would not have 
been the case with the 
original plan to build at 
213-219 S. 41st (presently 
occupied by that pair of 
Victorian twins) due to 
their residential zoning.
 The apartment build-
ing at 4044-4046 Walnut, 
which has CMX-3 zoning, 
remains in the crosshairs.
SHCA’s opposition to the 
required zoning change 
for the 41st Street proper-
ties was key to Campus’s 
change of heart. They also heard from UCHS and the 
Alliance that we wanted the 41st Street properties to 
remain.
  UCHS is discouraged by Campus Apartments’ 
continued demolition of significant and contribut-
ing buildings within the West Philadelphia Streetcar 
Suburb National Register District. Demolitions such 
as these highlight the vulnerability of the Spruce Hill 
neighborhood. A historic district for Spruce Hill, first 
proposed in 1987, can’t come too soon. It would come 
on the heels of the Powelton Village historic district 
now under consideration by the PHC and the Victo-
rian Roxborough historic district, approved this spring.

   
 

In Memoriam: Leon 
Kellerman (1930-2012)
We are sad to report that our friend Leon Kellerman 
died in September. His wife Joanne served as UCHS 
Treasurer for many years. Raised in South Philadel-
phia, Leon and Joanne have lived on St. Mark’s Square 
for the past nearly 50 years. One of Leon’s earliest 
West Philadelphia memories is of sneaking into the 
old Civic Center during the 1948 Democratic National 
Convention and listening to Truman give his accep-
tance speech at 2am. Leon was a prolific photogra-
pher, artist, and reader. UCHS would also like to thank 
the Kellermans for participating in our Oral History 
Project in 2019. To view it visit our YouTube Channel.

 
 
 
 

Action Alert: Stephen 
Smith Home nomination

UCHS is pleased to sponsor a nomination of the Ste-
phen Smith Home at 4501 Poplar to the Philadelphia 
Register of Historic Places. At the September hearing 
of the Committee on Historic Designation (the first of 
two steps preceding inclusion as a historic resource) 
it was well received. In fact, Criterion I was added, 
indicating that the grounds might exhibit interesting 
archaeological findings. However, the nomination is 
being thwarted by the owner who has hired a con-
sultant to argue against its significance and indeed 
tell an (overwrought) story of physical deterioration 
(which is different 
from significance and 
inclusion on the local 
register). The Stephen 
Smith Home is an ear-
ly African American 
health resource in 
Philadelphia created 
at a time of medical 
segregation. Original-
ly called the Infirmary 
of the Home for Aged & Infirm Colored Persons, it was 
established at the close of the Civil War by Stephen 
Smith, a wealthy Black lumber merchant, philanthro-
pist, and abolitionist, to serve free-born and formerly 
enslaved African Americans for whom medical facili-
ties were not welcoming. 
 The brownstone infirmary with a notable Flem-
ish gable dates from 1901 and is the oldest surviv-
ing portion of the historic institution that continues to 
serve the Black community and the centerpiece of 
the nomination. The current owners of the institution 
would like to demolish the building. UCHS asks its 
members to email the Philadelphia Historical Com-
mission to show public support for the nomination 
and therefore protections for the building. Alter-
nately, please join the PHC’s meeting on October 14, 
2022, to briefly voice your support for the nomination 
of this rare, surviving piece of African American his-
tory in West Philadelphia. 

4040 Walnut Street.

4051 Poplar Street.
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West Philly Through the Lens
The 4200 block of Walnut Street, around 1910

Joseph Minardi photo collection.

This block of Walnut Street looks much the same today 
as it did when this photo was taken over a century ago. 
These large and beautiful twin homes, attributed to archi-
tect George Hewitt, are on the south side of Walnut Street 
across from the famous Restaurant School at Walnut Hill 
College.
 The gap between the two twins on the right and the 
remainder of the block is St. Marks Square, with row hous-

es built in 1879. 
 The land these houses was built on was once owned 
by Joseph Francis Sinnott (1837-1906). At the time of this 
photo the Sinnott mansion was still standing and was situ-
ated to the right of the houses above, near 43rd and Wal-
nut Streets. Sinnott was owner of Moore & Sinnott distill-
ers and director of the First National Bank.
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